UNSUCCESSFUL MARCH ON   TANJORE
governor marched forth a considerable distance to receive him,
and escorted him to the fort, where he had made preparations
to adorn the table of hospitality, and arrange the carpet of
merriment. They drank of the cup of friendship, and became
so infatuated with each other that they exchanged dresses and
each found in his mirror the reflection of the other. When,
in the course of their talk, they turned to deliberate on the
subject on hand, the host spoke enthusiastically as follows:—
"It is a weak imagination that thinks the subjugation of
Nattharnagar easy. The attempt will bring the shame of
failure. War against Muhammad AH Khan (Hazrat-i-Ala)
will bear no fruit. The striving in that direction will not
bring any advantage. For he is a sardar possessing great
wisdom and sagacity. He is a commander (endowed) with
understanding and power. He is most experienced in every
manner of attack, and engagement. He is skilled in the methods
of war; the master who subdues the kingdom; the king who
wields an experienced sword. The superiority of his stratagem
ties the hands of brave men. The boldness of his schemes
will, with the aid of a straw blade, shake a hill to its founda-
tions. In opposing him the enemy loses his head and becomes
helpless. I had occasions to know his method of fighting, and
regretted having opposed him. My fear is that a war with him
will be prolonged, and will awaken all the dormant mischief.
So first of all it is necessary for us to fill our coffers."
The other members of the council approved of his view;
and after an exhaustive enquiry into the situation they unani-
mously came to the following decision. "The zamindar of
-Tanjore is in possession of a vast" treasure; his affairs are in
great confusion; his army is a flock without a shepherd; his
authority is only nominal. An army must march against him;
we must get him under our control and seize his treasure. Then
from that place we can spur the horse of our desire in whatever
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